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Almost 40 per cent of the A-level grades at Queen Elizabeth's School for boys in Barnet were A*

Triumph for boys who
thrive on competition

Nicola Woolcock
Education Correspondent

A boys™ state school with no
catchment area is the top secon-
dary school in this year’s A-level
results table in The Times.
Queen Elizabeths School in
Barnet, north London, is the
highest performing school —
beaten only by an independent
further  education  college,
Cardiff Sixth Form College — in
our results published today.
Almost 40 per cent of the A
levels taken by Queen Eliza-
beth’s School pupils were graded
A* and 984 per cent of exam
results were A* to B grades.
The top girls’ schools were the
independent City of London
School for Girls and North
London Collegiate School, but
there was a rise in the successes
of independent mixed schools,
with Brighton College and
Westminster Schoolin thirdand
fourth places respectively.
Neil Enright. head teacher at

Queen Elizabeth’s School, des-
cribed the stellar A-level results
seven-year project.

There is intense competition
to get a place at the highly
selective  school, which sets
entrance tests in only English
and maths and does not release
past papers,

Mr Enright said: “The boys
are selected wholly on meritand
come from all walks of life. We
have no catchment area so our
intake reflects the national aver-
age in terms of deprivation.

“We have highly able young
men with enormous amounts of
potential. We don't run an exam
factory. we get them to discover
things that get them fired up.

“You then have to be able to
nurture that and enable them to
explore their passions and
interests. If you get that right
then the exams will take care of
themselves, although there has
to be top-notch teaching.

“Particularly with boys, you
have to make sure they discover

their self-confidence and moti-
vation for themselves.”

Mr Enright said that he tried
to instill a healthy sense of
competition, adding: “Boys
thrive on that, They love learn-
ing activities that have a com-
petitive element and lessons
with a good variety of different
activities. They admire each
other for mueedm), and are
spurred on by it

While tutoring for entrance
tests to top grammars is
endemic across the country.
Enright said that the school
tried to avoid this by the policy
of not releasing past papers and
by not using verbal reasoning
and non-verbal reasoning tests.

“We testin English and maths
as that is what every pupil is
exposed to in the primary
school curriculum.” he said.

Of the top 20 schools, 15 are
independent and five are state
schools. Eight are girls’ schools,
four are boys’ schools and the
rest are mixed.
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